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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
(typically up to 1 page)

An abstract should include:
» a brief context and background

» an outline of research questions

» an indication of methods

» an indication of impact


RESEARCH BACKGROUND AND CHALLENGES 
(typically up to 1 page)

An introduction should include:
» context and background 

» summary of key discussions

» rationale for your research

» identification of research gaps


AIM AND OBJECTIVES
(typically up to 1 page)

Research questions or hypothesis should:
» build on background 

» explain your research idea

» present measurable objectives

» emphasise novelty of your work



RESEARCH PROGRAMME
(typically up to 2 pages)

Research design should:
» present research methods 

» explain rationale for your methods

» indicate key variables to analyse 


RESEARCH PLAN
(typically up to 1 page)

Research plan should:
» present research programme  

» include overview of tasks and milestones

» indicate and justify any resources 
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